
health system, its key strengths and challenges, how it compares to
other health systems in Europe, and how it impacts on the health of its
population. This roundtable provides a platform for sharing experien-
ces with devising, writing and using the series so far, bringing in coun-
try and comparative perspectives and involving the audience. The
objectives of the roundtable are to a) identify best practices for the
comparative description and analysis of health systems in the form of a
series of country profiles; b) explore the challenges of drawing up
country profiles where comparative data are lacking, incomplete or
politicized; c) identify ways of disseminating and using country pro-
files; d) establish an opportunity for cross-country learning and skills
development for the writing of health system descriptions and analyses.
The roundtable will consist of four speakers. It will start with three very
brief country presentations on the Insights for Israel, North Macedonia
and Kazakhstan, followed by a brief comparative perspective on how to
capture, compare and analyse health workforce trends across a broad
set of countries, which is the Spotlight section of the 2024 round of
Insights. This will be followed by a broad discussion with audience
interventions to bring in the experience of other experts and countries.

The moderated discussion will emphasise key learning points on how
to devise a comparative series, how to write health system profiles and
how best to use them to inform health policy-making.
Key messages:
• The regular monitoring of health systems and policies is challeng-
ing, but essential for improving them.

• Health system summaries require systematised approaches and
up-to-date comparative data.

Speakers/Panelists:
Ruth Waitzberg
Technische Universitat Berlin, Berlin, Germany
Yerbol Spatayev
WHO Country Office Kazakhstan, Astana, Kazakhstan
Simona Atanasova
WHO Country Office North Macedonia, Skopje, Republic of
North Macedonia
Tomas Zapata
WHO/Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark

2.I. Scientific session: Addressing vaccine hesitancy:
from understanding determinants to implementing
targeted strategies
Abstract citation ID: ckae144.095
Organised by: School of Public Health University of Pavia (Italy), EUPHA-IDC, -DH
Chair persons: Anna Odone (EUPHA-DH -IDC), Roberta Siliquini (Italy)
Contact: gvigezzi@hotmail.com

Supported by NextGenerationEU (no. PE00000007) and EU4Health
(VAXaction), the workshop will present a pan-European perspective
on vaccine hesitancy and the effectiveness of counteracting inter-
ventions, especially when facing potentially pandemic infectious
threats. Analysing human responses to epidemics is crucial to im-
prove mathematical disease modelling and develop strategies to
monitor behaviours during outbreaks, including assessing levels of
vaccine hesitancy. This session will explore the multifaceted issue of
vaccine hesitancy, which remains a significant barrier to achieving
optimal vaccination coverage and is identified as one of the top
threats to global health. By integrating theoretical frameworks
with practical applications, the workshop aims to present a compre-
hensive overview of strategies employed to mitigate hesitancy across
various demographics and regions. The first presentation will cover
a thorough overview of the strategies employed to counteract vac-
cine hesitancy, leveraging existing infrastructure, health promotion
policies, and educational initiatives. It will also explore the role of
digital health tools and regulatory measures, such as health passes
and nudging techniques, in enhancing vaccination uptake.
Furthermore, the session will cover a systematic review of immun-
isation information systems (IISs) and the proposal of an innovative
unvaccinated registry. This part of the workshop will delve into
technological advancements and the integration of behavioural
insights, which are essential for enhancing vaccine coverage and
informing public health strategies. Another significant aspect of
the discussion will be the evolution of vaccine mandates, from their
historical roots to their contemporary applications. This discussion
will reflect on policy shifts necessitated by emerging public health
challenges and the need for adaptable strategies that can respond
effectively to fluctuating vaccine coverage and acceptance rates.
Panel discussions will feature notable experts such as Prof. Carlo

Signorelli, President of the Italian NITAG, and Prof. Maria Ganczak,
Vice President of the EUPHA Infectious Diseases Control section.
These discussions will provide a comparative analysis of vaccination
policies across different European countries, highlighting diverse
approaches to mandates and the implementation of public health
interventions aimed at combating vaccine hesitancy. By providing a
unified approach to understanding and combating vaccine hesi-
tancy, we aim to facilitate a critical exchange of ideas and strategies
among experts in the field. It will serve as a dynamic platform for
discussing evidence-based interventions tailored to specific popula-
tion needs, enhancing public health outcomes across Europe. This
engaging session promises to offer valuable insights into the com-
plexities of vaccine hesitancy and the collaborative efforts required
to address this global health challenge effectively.
Key messages:
• Enhanced data collection and analysis are essential to combat vac-
cine hesitancy, allowing for tailored interventions that address
specific community needs and barriers to vaccination.

• Effective strategies against vaccine hesitancy require historical
understanding and flexibility to adapt to new challenges, ensuring
public health policies are responsive and culturally sensitive.

Abstract citation ID: ckae144.096
The EU project VAXaction: tacking effectively vaccine
hesitancy in Europe
Flavia Pennisi

C Signorelli1, A Odone2,3, C Barbati2, R Cuciniello1, C Lunetti1, F Pennisi1,
L Viviani2, T Correia4
1School of Medicine, Universit�a Vita-Salute San Raffaele, Milan, Italy
2Department of Public Health, Universit�a degli Studi di Pavia, Pavia, Italy
3Medical Direction, Fondazione IRCCS Policlinico San Matteo, Pavia, Italy
4Hygiene and Tropical Medicine Institute, Universidade Nova de Lisboa,
Lisbon, Portugal
Contact: pennisi.flavia@hsr.it
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The main objective of VAX-ACTION is to support EU Member
States and relevant stakeholders to implement the results of tailored,
evidence-based interventions aimed to reduce vaccine hesitancy.
Based on the evaluation of effectiveness of these interventions,
which will be conducted in selected target regions in EU member
states, recommendations will be drawn through diverse dissemin-
ation strategies to allow scaling up good practices to other member
States, but also to the USA and Canada, where gaps in implemen-
tation strategies also have prevented effective, evidence-based inter-
ventions aimed to better deal with vaccine hesitancy.
The first phase of the research involved some relevant systematic
reviews with the aim of:
1. to map public health evidence and research results on large-scale
vaccination programs in Europe and north America;
2. to map interventions aimed to address vaccine hesitancy regard-
ing new and well-stablished vaccines and vaccination programs
(Covid-19, mpox, national immunizations programs for children)
in Europe and north America;
3. to identify successful and unsuccessful interventions designs
aimed to address vaccine hesitancy, including challenges in the im-
plementation, evaluation designs, and the feasibility of scaling-up
solutions that are context-sensitive;
4. to identify significant similarities or dissimilarities in the designs
and outcomes of interventions aimed to address vaccine hesitancy in
northern countries where political and academic concern towards
this phenomenon is growing;
5. to identify the extent to which ‘grounding’ (bottom-up) experi-
ences aimed to address vaccine hesitancy are evidence-based, build
on current international knowledge and guidelines, and whether
they are internationally reported;
6. to systematize the mapping of interventions aimed to address
vaccine hesitancy in the northern hemisphere in a way that can be
shared and used by third parties.
This contribution will illustrate the results of the first phase of
the project.

Abstract citation ID: ckae144.097
Advancing immunisation information systems: a proposal
for the “unvaccinated registry”
Elena Maggioni

Contact: elena.maggioni01@universitadipavia.it

Through a systematic review of 253 studies,
advancements in IIS functionalities includin
interoperability, and life-course vaccination
public health responses. Our review reveals that vaccinations are vital
for public health and societal welfare; however, vaccine hesitancy is a
significant barrier, driven by complex factors. Most IIS implementa-
tions predominantly utilise web-based platforms focused on children’s
vaccinations with features that enhance data interoperability and pub-
lic health surveillance. Despite these advancements, gaps in vaccine
coverage and hesitancy mapping persist due to suboptimal data inte-
gration and system interoperability. Parallelly, we propose a compre-
hensive registry that includes unvaccinated individuals, aiming to
address vaccine hesitancy by integrating demographic and socio-eco-
nomic data. This initiative promises to enhance health equity by
providing actionable insights into vaccination gaps and facilitating
targeted interventions. Ethical considerations, particularly data priv-
acy, are paramount, as well as adhering to regulations such as GDPR

to ensure the protection of personal health information. The integra-
tion of IIS with a registry that includes unvaccinated populations
represents a transformative approach to public health, potentially
increasing vaccine coverage and effectively informing policy decisions.
This dual strategy leverages not only technological advancements but
also incorporates essential behavioural insights, offering a path for-
ward in the ongoing battle against vaccine-preventable diseases. This
model aligns with the Italian National Vaccination Prevention Plan
and underscores proactive, evidence-based strategies to enhance vac-
cination uptake, serving as a cornerstone for broader application in
other national contexts.

Abstract citation ID: ckae144.098
The evolution of vaccine mandates: from historical
perspectives to contemporary applications

public
health strategy. We bridge past and present through a systematic
review of both historical and contemporary vaccine mandate poli-
cies. While Sacco’s early initiatives, characterised by compulsory
vaccination and effective communication strategies, set foundational
principles for vaccine mandates, the modern era, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic, has seen a significant shift in the nature
and application of vaccine mandates. Recent legislative changes
across various countries have introduced stricter mandates aimed
at managing public health crises. For instance, Italy and France,
deeply impacted by reduced vaccine uptake and subsequent measles
outbreaks, responded by reinforcing vaccine mandates. These coun-
tries aimed to mitigate the dual challenges of achieving high vaccin-
ation coverage and combating growing vaccine hesitancy.
Comparative analysis of recent legislative changes reveals a trend

in vaccine mandates, reflecting a
pressures driving government deci-

in the legislative adjustments made in
and Italy, where heightened penalties
introduced to counteract declining

of these experiences highlights
communication and the nuanced

consider societal and cultural contexts.
characterised by targeted interventions

aimed at specific populations, reflecting the complex interplay of
social, political, and health dynamics in vaccine policy. The endur-
ing relevance of vaccine mandates underscores the necessity of flex-
ible, responsive public health strategies that effectively address both
long-standing and emergent vaccine hesitancy and cover-
age challenges.

Speakers/Panelists:
Carlo Signorelli
HSR, Milan, Italy
Maria Ga�nczak
Department of Infectious Diseases, University of Zielona G�ora,
Zielona G�ora, Poland

iii40 European Journal of Public Health, Vol. 34, Supplement 3, 2024
D

ow
nloaded from

 academ
ic.oup.com

/eurpub/article/34/Supplem
ent_3/ckae144.096/7844155 by IR

C
C

S O
spedale San R

affaele (M
ilano) user on 03 Septem

ber 2026


	Active Content List
	Active Content List

